
 
 

 

The sad adventures of Koly in Homeless Bird 

are not that far from reality for many girls  

in India and Nepal today.  

We can do something to help them learn how to read. 

 

                                                                                                                                January 2019 

Dear Parents, 

 

For the last ten years, CMS Core classes have shared a philanthropic project; earning scholarship 

money for little girls in Nepal by sending donations to the foundation called Empower Nepali Girls 

(formerly known as the Ghimire Foundation).  In class we read Homeless Bird about a little girl in India, 

Nepal’s neighbor, who is sold into marriage because of her family’s extreme poverty.  The little girls 

who benefit from our scholarships face similar consequences if they do not attend school.  Over the 

last ten years, CMS has donated a total of over $60,005.29 or enough for 474 little girls to go to 

school for a year. 

 

Inspiration and background for this project come from many sources. Our India unit of study includes 

History Alive! The Ancient World, our textbook; Homeless Bird, our class novel; and a guest speaker 

from our community.  On Friday, January 18th, our long time supporter, Dr. Barbara Sayad, a former 

CSUMB faculty member and Nepal trekker, shared her visit to a foundation schools supported by 

Empower Nepali Girl donations.  She brought us tales and pictures of how our contributions have helped 

over the years. 

 

So as to continue our support, this year’s Core students will lead the fundraiser this year. Core 

students will collect donations during social studies class periods over the next two weeks, from 1/22 

to 2/1. In 2019, $170 pays for tuition, books, uniforms and lunch for a girl to attend school for a year, 

but we are delighted to collect any amount, no matter how small. Please write checks to Empower 

Nepali Girls. Visit www.EmpowerNepaliGirls.org  for more information, or view our presentation. 
 

Thank you for your help with this valuable project. It is important to help our children realize they 

CAN make a difference in the world. We appreciate your help in whatever form it may take.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jessie Krislyn, Darcey Rambach, Jen Silva, Deb Perlman, & Lindsay Schutzler 

Core Teachers at Carmel Middle School 

624-2785 x 3647 

jkrislyn@carmelunified.org  

 

 
“We make a living by what we get.  We make a life by what we give.” 

 

~Winston S. Churchill 
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